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A civic group made up of
metro area churches and
nonprofits has formally
joined together to form
Voices Organized in Civic

Engagement or VOICE.
Formerly called the
Oklahoma Sponsoring

Committee, VOICE held
its founding convention in
February at First Christian
Church of Oklahoma City
(Disciples of Christ). Mel-
odie Garneau, the organi-
zation’s  spokeswoman,
said more than 20 church
congregations and several
nonprofits are now part of
the group.
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Garneau and the Rev.
Tim Luschen, pastor of St.
Charles Borromeo Cathol-
ic Church, said the organi-
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zation had always planned
to host a founding conven-
tion since its inception in
2007. Garneau, a member
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of Mayflower Congrega-
tional Church, said the or-
ganization’s leaders ini-
tially worked to find out
what issues concerned lo-
cal families before creating
a formal title.

She said member orga-
nizations voted on the
community issues that
VOICE will address, in-
cluding public school edu-
cation, economic justice,
health care, transporta-
tion, immigration, prison
justice, infrastructure, se-
nior care/retirement and
family support.

“The families have been
pointing these things out
to wus” Luschen said.

SEE VOICE, PAGE 3D



VOICE: Chance to be heard
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“While Oklahoma City has
lots of things going on,
there are still lots of people
really struggling?”

Several individuals from
the Roman Catholic faith
community voiced opposi-
tion of the Oklahoma Spon-
soring Committee in 2009,
saying that it has a political
agenda that has no place in
a faith coalition. This week,
many who originally voiced
concerns about the organi-
zation said they are still
troubled by it. ,

“They can change their
name but they can’t change
their stripes;” Steve Nash, a
Warr Acres resident and
member of St. Charles Bor-
romeo, said recently.

Meanwhile, Kris King,
lead organizer for the group,
said it is important to note
‘that the participating
churches come from differ-
ent denomination tradi-
tions and yet they have
pledged to work together to

ciation with the Industrial
Areas Foundation (IAF), a
community organizing net-
work founded by Chicago
activist Saul Alinksy, who
died in 1972. The founda-
tion came under intense
scrutiny during President
Barack Obama’s 2008 pres-

idential campaign. In2009,

the Most Rev. Eusebius Bel-
tran, then archbishop of the
Roman Catholic Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,
wrote a letter published in
the archdiocesan newspa-
per saying that “a terrible
conflict” had arisen among
some metro
about the community orga-
nizing concept and specifi-
cally the Oklahoma Spon-
soring Committee’s link to
the Industrial Areas Foun-
dation.

At least two of the Ca-
tholic churches that initial-
ly were involved with the
committee, now VOICE,
pulled out, including St.
John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Edmond and St.

Catholics

AT A GLANCE

PARTICIPANTS

Melodie Garneau, spokes-
woman for Voices Orga-
nized in Civic Engagement
(VOICE), said the follow-
ing organizations are par-
ticipating members:

e St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church

e Holy Temple Baptist
Church

e East Sixth Street Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ)

e Skyline Urban Ministries
e Taft Middle School

e Rockwood Elementary
School

e First Unitarian Church of
Oklahoma City

e Mayflower Congrega-
tional Church UCC

e Mustard Seed Inc.

e Latino Community De-
velopment Agency -

e Our Lady’s Cathedral

* @ Holy Angels Catholic

Church
e St. Euaene Catholic







